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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 103 

V. 

COL. UTOERSOLL AND CHRISTIANITY. 

I have read with much interest Colonel Ingersoll's reply to Dr. Henry M. Field. 
I have never before read any of Mr. Ingersoll's strictures upon Christianity, but I 
am aware that many good people regard his views with horror, as calculated to 
throw doubt and discredit upon the Christian religion. I am myself a firm believer 
in Christ and His Christianity ; but I do not entertain any such apprehensions. The 
truth is a rock which will withstand the beating of any man's eloquence, however 
great. Colonel Ingersoll may doubt that the sun shines, but his assertion to that 
effect need give no disquiet to men of ordinary eyesight. But, if I may judge from 
this article, his attacks are not so much directed against the essential truths of the 
Christian system, as against the errors and absurdities that have grown up around 
it, and which are altogether of human origin. And if some of theerrors have even 
crept into the narrative parts of the Old and New Testaments, I do not see that 
they need to shake our belief in the substantial truth of the history. Paul believed 
that the world was to come to an end in his day; but does that detract from nil 
credibility when he asserts that he saw the risen Christ on the way to Damascus f 
The white lily often springs from a black and noisome pool, and it is only natural 
that some foulness should then cling to its roots. The early books of the Bible 
were written in a dark and superstitious age, and I should question their authenti- 
city if there did not cling to them some of the superstitions of that remote time. 
But do these superstitions invalidate the abundantly supported historical facts that 
God chose Abraham to be the father of a great people ; that He led that people out 
of bondage in Egypt ; gave them through Moses a system of laws far in advance 
of the age ; and subsequently, through the incomparable man, Jesus Christ, assured 
them, and us, and all who shall come after us to the latest time, that He is the 
loving Father of all mankind ? These facts neither Colonel Ingersoll, nor any other 
man, can shake ; and I conceive that he will do an essential service to Bible truth 
if he shall clear away some of the rubbish which has gathered about it, and now 
hides its supernal beauty from the world. 

Stillman Foectthb. 

VI. 

NOTE FROM HENRY IRVING. 

The " combination" system by which theatres are occupied by traveling or 
ganizations, instead as formerly by th«>ir own stock companies, has become as 
general in England as it is here. There are now no stock companies in Great 
Britain outside of London. Recognizing that this state of affairs gave young 
actors no chance of the schooling so absolutely necessary to artistic progress, Mr. 
Henry Irving, in his latest provincial tour, took occasion to urge the erection of 
theatres by the municipalities of the large cities, and the leasing of them to man- 
agers who would maintain stock companies. His attention having been called to 
the paper in the North American Review for November, "Wanted, a Repre- 
sentative Theatre," he sent its author the following letter : 

New York, November 9, 1887. 
My Dear Mr. Magnus : 

I have read your excellent article with great interest, and I don't think any- 
thing can be added to it. A State-aided theatre is certainly less visionary in 
America than in England, where the prejudices of a certain class of the community 
would probably forbid any national subvention to theatrical management ; but I 



